Living ‘in town’ grows in popularity

&y Jane K. Diove

Ah. the joys of in-town living!

If you own a bome in a Faisficld Counry hamler that has 2 well-crtablished cen-

tral core of businesses, thops, restaurants and other amenities, all linked by well-
enaintained sidewalks and maybe cven bike paths, you ars part of a wend that has
makeen firm hold.

And depending on the town, you may even be able to walk o your commuer
train station. Mew Canaan and Ridgeficld are prime cases, wheee the demand for
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4 1BOME, 2 Mt Arsrn speciand sectian, Ridgefield, Cann.

bomes close 1o the rown’s main thoroughfares has seen 2 L"q;uiﬁfaﬂl upturn in the
pasz decade.

Blending Generations And Lifestyles

“In-town living roday crosses many generations and lifessyles,” says Carolyn
Wheeler of Country Club Homes of Wilton. Mz, Wheeler, whe co-owns the busi-
ness with her brothes, Walter Cromwell, Jr., has complered many building and ren-
ovation projects in Mew Canasn, winning 4 2008 HOBI awand for Best In-Town
Cumom Home for a house on South Avenuc.

*Oder couples may want 1o dowmszze yer atill have space for returning kids and
grandkids,” she says. “And young eouples moving our of the city don't peally wane
acres to take care of and are used o the corvenzence of stores, shops and cestauram
that are easily accessible, They have growing families and wan to be in a ‘neighbor
hood' where their childien can go outside. meet up with their friends and visit and
Play safiely near their homes,”

Lawsra Freed, 2 Realior with William Pt Sotheby's Internationad Realey of

agrEsy.

*1 think “in-town’ has always been desirable, but over the past several years, 1
vhink the mix of shops, restauranes and wwn events has grown feihes and friznd-
lier, which appeals to young families,” she says. “T think the Ridgeficld Playhouse
Ivas alw helped pur us on the map as a destination, We also have a lot of specialty
stares carcring to pounger familics, and theres ahways something like » band conce
happening in Ballasd Park

Ms. Freed believes in-town living also helps create communiry spirit, somezhing
thar may be lacking For these who I on four acres on the ourskines of town.

*Ridgefield has o great energy abour ir,” she suys. “We have one of the prerriest
mvain streets around, with aidewalks and many historic buildings. Peaple love o
walk, jog, push strollers and walle their dops around town, On a nice day, people
really murn out, and there i a real sense of 8 New England town in action.”
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